The Transfiguration of Our Lord

03/02/2025
Greg Fetzer, Pastor
J.V. Trautwein, Pastor Emeritus
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In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

GATHERING HYMN: ELW#315 “How Good, Lord, to Be Here”



https://youtu.be/facnRutg38M?si=RFCOqFILNbWaXo6h

P The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor - ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men
HYMN OF PRAISE: This is the Feast
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor- thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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Sing with all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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hymn of all cre - a- tion: Bless- ing and hon - or and glo - ry and



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LLBOGXEFwz8
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might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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has be - gun his reign. Al - le - Iu-ia. Al-le - lu - ia.

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us pray. Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we
see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness of your Son,
who renewed our humanity so that we may share in his divinity, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen

Please be seated.

PSALM 99

L The Lord is king; let the people tremble.

The Lord is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.

C ’The Lord, great in Zion, is high above all peoples.

L 3Let them confess God's name, which is great and awesome; God is the Holy One.

C “0 mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity;
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.

L  °Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and fall down before God's footstool;

God is the Holy One.
C °Moses and Aaron among your priests,

and Samuel among those who call upon your name, O Lord,
4
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they called upon you, and you answered them,

’you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud;

they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them.

80 Lord our God, you answered them indeed;

you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds.

°Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and worship upon God's holy hill;
for the Lord our God is the Holy One.

LUKE 9:28-43a

A reading from Luke: 2Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him
Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 22And while he
was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling
white. 3%Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31They
appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem. 3>Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with
sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who
stood with him. 33Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is
good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah" - not knowing what he said. 3*While he was saying this, a cloud came
and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 3°Then
from the cloud came a voice that said, "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to

him!" 3®When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent
and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.

370n the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd
met him. 38Just then a man from the crowd shouted, "Teacher, | beg you to look at
my son; he is my only child. 3°Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks.
It convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave
him. %°l begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not." *Jesus answered,
"You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must | be with you and
bear with you? Bring your son here." *While he was coming, the demon dashed
him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the
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boy, and gave him back to his father. “*And all were astounded at the greatness of
God.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW#317 “Jesus on the Mountain Peak”

SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)

)

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Transfiguring God, through the glory of your presence, you transform us. Move the
church from complacency to boldness in sharing the good news with others. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.


https://youtu.be/uJvGk2aYblk?si=RA8KL_TG-nx52TsN
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20250302.mp3

We pray for your creation. As seasons change, give patience and skill to all who tend
to animals giving birth. Grant nourishing weather for the growing of crops. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all in leadership, especially for those who lead states, counties, and
town councils. Give them wisdom to protect local resources so that all will flourish
both now and in the years to come. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Bring your healing grace to those who feel distant from you. Speak comfort to those
who need your words of mercy. We pray for those close to our communities and in
our hearts, especially Heidi Brackbill, Rebecca Brennan, Michelle Drayson, the
Elshafei family, Jeff Fultz, Lydia Hendersen, Mark Hughes, Kaitlyn Leedy, Charlotte
Leer, Wendy Neumann, Rick Newman, Peter Olsen, Claudia Schober, D. J. Singer,
Jack Smith, the Spiegler family, Esther Trautwein, and Pastor Jack. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of our past, present, and future, lead us into new beginnings, trusting in the
promise of new life in Christ. Accompany congregations needing to close, and give
courage to congregations starting new ministries. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For whom or what else shall we pray?
The congregation is invited at this time to lift up prayers quietly or aloud.

Renewing God, the saints who have gone before us witnessed to the ways you
transform your church and people. We give thanks for their example and pray we
carry it forward. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your
promise is revealed among the people.
Amen



P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING*: (On-Line giving Link)

The Offering is received and is presented at the altar.

RESPONSE: “Create in Me”
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joy of your sal-va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it
P Let us pray. Merciful Father,
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - ourselves, our

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake

of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen


https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/music/create_in_me.mp3
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The thanksgiving continues with the preface; the congregation responds:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

P Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful word
you created all things. Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to
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the nations. Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our
darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his
promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in your
holy and life-giving light. By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with
this heavenly food, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your
Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever.

Amen

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for the table is now ready.
Thanks be to God.

After all have communed, the following is sung:

RESPONSE: “Lamb of God”

10


https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/music/lamb_of_god.mp3
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Please stand, as you are able.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
C Amen
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Thank the Lord and

sing his praise;

tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.

N & . . pr— . .
e s e et B s e | =
O ;e e o %" [2e [ 2 o
o) g ! |

Let ev-’ry-one who seeks the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
) = .
v = y f I P Y I f
e s e e e s s s e e i e

s —o— F—

He re - calls his prom - is- es and leads
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his peo- ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu-ia. Al- le-ln - ia.

P Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model
of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform
our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C Amen

SENDING HYMN: ELW#729 “Shine, Jesus, Shine”

P Goin peace. Serve the risen Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

*Offering to be sent to
Robert Brackbill

10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane
Ellicott City, MD 21042

Epiphany Lutheran Church

9122 Sybert Drive

Columbia Hills

Ellicott City, MD 21043
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org

Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after
the offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give new/www/#/tithely/give-one-

time/2627291
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https://youtu.be/nTIGVIcHsFE?si=JqmaCsNWKghx4cyT
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291

ANNOUNCEMENTS and Upcoming Events

e Sunday, 3/2/2025 3:00 pm — Memorial Service for Dottie Reitz

e Tuesday, 3/4/2025 Pancake Supper by the Venture Crew, 5:00 — 8:00 pm

e Wednesday, 3/5/2025 Ash Wednesday, 7 pm

e Wednesday Lenten Series — Soup-and-Bread Supper beginning 3/12/2025 6 pm

Upcoming Worship

Date Liturgical Day Preaching Texts Worship Leader
March 2 Transfiguration Luke 9:28-45 Heidi and Bob
March 5 Ash Wednesday Luke 9:51-62 Pastor Greg
March 9 1 Lent Luke 10:25-42 Julie and Dave
March 16 2 Lent Luke 13:1-9, 31-35 Ron
March 23 3 Lent Luke 15:1-32 Monica
March 30 4 Lent Luke 16:19-31 Pastor Greg
April 6 5 Lent Luke 18:31-19:10 Heidi and Bob
April 13 Palm Sunday Luke 19:29-44 Julie and Dave
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