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P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 
GATHERING HYMN:  ELW#607 “Come, Ye Disconsolate” 

https://youtu.be/CfU95DuncUI?si=pYBohc415oocHSNO
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P The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of  
   the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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P The Lord be with you.   
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray.  God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all 

with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us 
at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 
PSALM 6 
 
L 1Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger; do not punish me in your wrath. 
C 2Have pity on me, Lord, for I am weak;   

heal me, Lord, for my bones quake in terror. 
 
L 3My spirit quakes in awful terror; how long, O Lord, how long? 
C 4Turn, O Lord, and deliver me; save me for the sake of your steadfast love. 
 
L 5For in death no one remembers you;  and who will give you thanks in the grave? 
C 6I grow weary because of my groaning; 

every night I drench my pillow and flood my bed with tears. 
 

L 7My eyes are wasted with grief and worn away because of all my enemies. 
C 8Depart from me, all evildoers, for the Lord has heard the sound of my weeping. 
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L 9The Lord has heard my supplication; the Lord accepts my prayer. 
C 10All my enemies shall be confounded and quake with fear; 

they shall turn back and suddenly be put to shame. 
 
LUKE 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 
L 1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2 And 

the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes 
sinners and eats with them." 

 
3 So he told them this parable: 11b"There was a man who had two sons. 12The 
younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that 
will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the 
younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he 
squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a 
severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So 
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that 
the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself 
he said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but 
here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
"Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands." ' 20So he set off and went to 
his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son 
said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.' 22But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a 
robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his 
feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son 
of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to 
celebrate. 
 
25"Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what 
was going on. 27He replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the 
fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.' 28Then he became angry 
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and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he 
answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for 
you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even 
a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours 
came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted 
calf for him!' 31Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all 
that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.'" 

 
L The gospel of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  ELW#606 “Our Father, We Have Wandered” 
 
 
SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)  

 

 
 
P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 

https://youtu.be/xFAE0RXzACQ?si=JNgW0eVGLAVelceJ
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20250323.mp3
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again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
 
OFFERING*: (On-Line giving Link) 

 
The Offering is received and is presented at the altar. 

 
RESPONSE: “Create in Me” 
 

 
 
L Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those 

in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L We pray for the church, called to be a witness to all peoples. Grant humility and 
wisdom to bishops, pastors, deacons, elders, councils, and congregations, that they 
may call upon you in making decisions. God, in your mercy, 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/music/create_in_me.mp3
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C receive our prayer. 
 
L We pray for the earth, called to provide abundantly. Teach your people the 

goodness of your generosity, that in sharing what we have been given, all life may 
flourish on the planet that is our shared home. God, in your mercy, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
 
L We pray for the nations, called to protect their inhabitants and collaborate in the 

work of justice and peace. Forge bonds of compassion and mutual care across 
human borders and boundaries, that all the world may have enough to live. God, in 
your mercy, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L We pray for those in need, called to receive your compassion. Comfort those whose 

lives have been disrupted through natural disasters and human conflict. Aid 
communities in coming together to mourn, heal, and rebuild. We pray for Heidi 
Brackbill, Rebecca Brennan, Michelle Drayson, the Elshafei family, Jeff Fultz, Lydia 
Hendersen, Mark Hughes, Kaitlyn Leedy, Charlotte Leer, Wendy Neumann, Rick 
Newman, Peter Olsen, Claudia Schober, D. J. Singer, the Spiegler family, Esther 
Trautwein, Pastor Jack, and Vicki Brick Zupancic. God, in your mercy, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L We pray for this assembly, called to welcome its neighbors to the table of your 

grace. Bless food pantries, community gardens and kitchens, clean water projects, 
and all ministries that address human hunger and thirst. God, in your mercy, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L For whom or what else shall we pray? 

 
The congregation is invited at this time to lift up prayers quietly or aloud. 

 
L We give thanks for the faithful lives of those who proclaimed your gospel in times of 

challenge and strife, and for all those whose lives of love and service have ended. 
May their witness inspire our own. God, in your mercy, 

C receive our prayer. 
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L Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the 

name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. 
C Amen 
 
 
 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN:  ELW#779 “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” 
 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*Offering to be sent to 
Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
  
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 

https://youtu.be/TIS0shC8u5I?si=RD2aXwAhjTPEda5w
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Columbia Hills 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  
Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after 
the offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-
time/2627291 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS and Upcoming Events 
• Wednesday Lenten Series – Soup-and-Bread Supper and Bible Study, 6 pm 
• Sunday, 3/30/2025 – Pastor Greg is on vacation, Pastor Jack is leading worship 

 
 

Upcoming Worship 
 

Date Liturgical Day Preaching Texts Worship Leader 
March 23 3 Lent Luke 15:1-32 Dave Ash 
March 30 4 Lent Luke 16:19-31 Pastor Greg 
April 6 5 Lent Luke 18:31-19:10 Heidi and Bob 
April 13 Palm Sunday Luke 19:29-44 Julie and Dave 
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