Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

07/13/2025
Greg Fetzer, Pastor
J.V. Trautwein, Pastor Emeritus
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In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

GATHERING HYMN ELW#774 “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”



https://youtu.be/ivn-4a92R-I?si=ocmU3CKWUqYHa3VL

P From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all.
C And also with you.
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We wor- ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo- ry.
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You are seat- ed at the right hand of the Fa- ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho- ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Letus pray. Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples,
together following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving
in Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

Please be seated.

PSALM 133

L !How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred live together in unity!

C ltis like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.

L 3itis like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.

C For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.

THESSALONIANS 9:11-24
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A reading from Thessalonians: 'Therefore encourage one another and build up
each other, as indeed you are doing.

12But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among you
and have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; 3esteem them very highly in
love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. *And we urge you,
brothers and sisters, to admonish the idlers, encourage the fainthearted, help the
weak, be patient with all of them. >See that none of you repays evil for evil, but
always seek to do good to one another and to all. ®Rejoice always, *’pray without
ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you. °Do not quench the Spirit. 2°Do not despise prophecies, 2*but test
everything; hold fast to what is good; *?abstain from every form of evil.

23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely, and may your spirit and soul
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2The
one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW#765 “Lord of All Hopefulness”

SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)

")

Please stand, as you are able.

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.


https://youtu.be/22JdvajTQc8?si=u1tPm114kqE4tITI
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20250713.mp3

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

OFFERING*: (On-Line giving Link)

")

The Offering is received and is presented at the altar.

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and
pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Saving God, awaken your church to your truth as it follows your path of love.
Encourage pastors, deacons, teachers, and seminarians, and lead them as they seek
to learn your ways. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Prosper the harvests of fruit-bearing bushes, trees, and plants. Uphold farmers and
farm workers as they labor through summer days, and bring relief to lands that are
parched with heat. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Instill in leaders of the world a strong love for their neighbors. Compel them to
govern with equity and to give aid and protection to people who are vulnerable,
especially strangers, migrants, and asylum seekers. God of grace,
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https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291

C hear our prayer.

L Draw near to people in need of help, comfort, and healing, especially Heidi
Brackbill, Rebecca Brennan, the Elshafei family, Jeff Fultz, Mark Hughes, Charlotte
Leer, Wendy Neumann, Rick Newman, Peter Olsen, Claudia Schober, D. J. Singer,
Esther Trautwein, and Pastor Jack. Provide protection and aid to children who are
unsafe and undernourished while on summer break. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

L  Go with all who travel, and protect them from harm. Put in their paths people who
offer aid. We pray especially for the safety of first responders. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.

L For whom or what else shall we pray?

- Foran end to war, violence, and genocide across the world, especially in Ukraine, Gaza, Iran,
Israel, Haiti, Sudan, Myanmar, Yemen, India, and Pakistan

- For those affected by Tropical Storm Chantal in South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia, and
the threat of flooding

- For those grieving loss of life in the aftermath of severe flooding in Texas, and for the work of first
responders and relief agencies

- For all victims of gun violence, including those affected by recent shootings in Albany (NY),
Philadelphia, and Chicago over the holiday weekend

- For those who are uninsured and who do not have access to healthcare, and those who are at risk
of losing health insurance

—  For our neighbors and community members who depend on food assistance programs and other
social services whose future funding is uncertain

- For the safety of families and individuals who travel this summer

—  For all who are in the final stages of planning for the ELCA Churchwide Assembly beginning later
this month

L  We give you thanks for all who have gone before us and have made your love
known. Help us to follow their witness as we await our share in the inheritance of
the saints. God of grace,



C hear our prayer.

L  Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of
Jesus Christ.
C Amen

)

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord's face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and 4 give you peace.
C Amen

SENDING HYMN ELW#603 “God, When Human Bonds Are Broken”

P Goin peace. Love and serve God and neighbor.
C Thanks be to God.

*Offering to be sent to
Robert Brackbill

10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane
Ellicott City, MD 21042

Epiphany Lutheran Church

9122 Sybert Drive

Columbia Hills

Ellicott City, MD 21043

https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org
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https://youtu.be/aiz8r1Q1wqE?si=DA2XRk7hjsbi0Phh
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/

Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after
the offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give _new/www/#/tithely/give-one-
time/2627291

ANNOUNCEMENTS and Upcoming Events
e Sunday, August 10 at 9:30 am: Outdoor Worship

Upcoming Worship
Date Theme of the Day  Preaching Texts Worship Leader
July 13 Encourage TBD Julie and Dave
July 20 Give TBD Ron
July 27 TBD TBD Monica
August 3 Serve TBD Heidi and Bob
August 10 TBD TBD Julie and Dave
August 17 TBD TBD Ron
August 24 TBD TBD Monica
August 31 TBD TBD Pastor Greg
September 7  Creation Genesis 1:1-2:4a  Heidi and Bob
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