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The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
08-03-2025
Brother Ryan Roberts, Guest Pastor
Greg Fetzer, Pastor
J.V. Trautwein, Pastor Emeritus

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for our sake God
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.

Amen

GATHERING HYMN ELW#824 — “This Is My Father’s World”
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From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all.

And also with you.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=45&v=H2d5ffyHInE&feature=emb_logo
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray. Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples,
together following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in



Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you will send
us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

PSALM 23

L The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not be in want.

C ’The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.

L 3You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name's sake.

C “Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

L >You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

C Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

ACTS 9:36-43

L Areading from Acts: 3*Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which
in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 3’At that time she
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 3Since
Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him
with the request, "Please come to us without delay." 3°So Peter got up and went with
them, and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood
beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while
she was with them. “°Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He
turned to the body and said, "Tabitha, get up." Then she opened her eyes, and seeing
Peter, she sat up. 'He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and
widows, he showed her to be alive. 4’This became known throughout Joppa, and many
believed in the Lord. **Meanwhile, he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon,
a tanner.

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW#759 — “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGKLmThF2to&t=50s

SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)

P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

L In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray
for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

L  Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. Build an enthusiasm to
embrace life in Christ, so that Christ, the life of the world, is revealed to everyone. God of
grace,

C hear our prayer.

L Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all people to value the earth,
winds, waters, trees, and animals, the gifts that make life possible on this planet. God of
grace,

C hear our prayer.

L Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, that they cease practices of divisiveness, insult,
and oppression. Clothe all people in your image, and establish equity and peace. God of
grace,

C hear our prayer.

L Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger and need, illness and
grief, pain and fear. Give strength to those who give care, and equip them with compassion
as they make your love known. We pray for Heidi Brackbill, Rebecca Brennan, the Elshafei
family, Jeff Fultz, Mark Hughes, Charlotte Leer, Wendy Neumann, Rick Newman, Peter
Olsen, Claudia Schober, D. J. Singer, Esther Trautwein, and Pastor Jack. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.


https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20250803.mp3
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Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. Guide the work of
treasurers and all who attend to financial matters. Support those whose work in our
community is difficult and demanding; make us mindful of the toil that goes unnoticed.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.
For whom or what else shall we pray?

Receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from their labors. Give us
wisdom through their witness and encourage us in love as we continue our lives in the
world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus
Christ.

Amen
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERING*: (On-Line giving Link)

The Offering is received and is presented at the altar.
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https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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Let us pray. Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given
us - ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for

the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
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Holy God, Breath of life and Fire of love: with a mighty wind you brought creation into
being, and by a pillar of fire you led your people into freedom. We praise you for the gift of
your Son, who poured out your Spirit on his disciples of every race and nation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and the sending of the holy and life-
giving Spirit, we await his coming again to renew the face of the earth. Send now your Holy
Spirit upon us and upon this meal: anoint us with your gifts of faith, hope, and love, that,
with thankful hearts, we may be witnesses to your Son. Through him all glory and honor is
yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.

Amen
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for the table is now ready.

Thanks be to God.

After all have communed, the following is sung:
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Please stand, as you are able.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C

Amen
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Thank the Lord and tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.

sing his praise;
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P Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the
godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to
his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P The Lord bless you and keep you.



The Lord's face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen

SENDING HYMN: ELW#656 — “Blest Be the Ties that Bind”

P Goin peace. Serve the risen Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

*Offering to be sent to
Robert Brackbill

10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane
Ellicott City, MD 21042

Epiphany Lutheran Church

9122 Sybert Drive

Columbia Hills

Ellicott City, MD 21043
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org

Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after the
offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291

Special Thanks - Brother Ryan Roberts

Brother Ryan Roberts is a pastor in the ELCA and a friar in the ELCA's young and little-known
Order of Lutheran Franciscans. His current ministry is with the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
as a member of their Justice Team. He is a father of two and spouse to Pastor Bre of Christ in
Millersville, MD; he tolerates allergies for the joy brought to their home by the family's beloved
cats, Drizzt and Guenhwyvar. He completed an accounting certificate while living in
Albuquerque, has a degree in computer science from the University of Maryland, and keeps
current his bus-driving license that kept him busy during college. He is in his thirty-eighth year
of playing Dungeons and Dragons, to which he credits his eclectic vocabulary and ability to
recover from embarrassing public mistakes.

Upcoming Events

e Sunday, 8/10 - Outdoor worship, 9:30 am
® Sunday, September 21 after 9:30 am service - Fall Picnic

Upcoming Worship



https://vimeo.com/432678638
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291

Date Theme of the Day | Preaching Text Worship Leader
August 3 TBD TBD Heidi and Bob
August 10 Serve TBD Julie and Dave
August 17 TBD TBD Ron

August 24 TBD TBD Monica

August 31 TBD TBD Pastor Greg
September 7 | Creation Genesis 1:1-2:4a Heidi and Bob
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