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P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C Amen 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for our sake God 
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become 
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

GATHERING HYMN  ELW#807 – “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 
P Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be with 

you all. 

C And also with you. 

https://youtu.be/I4sediyD4-4?si=rektffqta9Y0TiXy


 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 



P Let us pray. God of mercy, you know us better than we know ourselves, and still you love us. 
Wash us from all our sins, create in us clean hearts, and strengthen us by your Holy Spirit 
that we may proclaim your praise; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C     Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

PSALM 51:10-14 
 
L 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 
C 11Do not cast me away from your presence,  

and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
 
L 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
C 13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 
 
L 14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, 

and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 
 
 
 
1 SAMUEL 16:1-13 
 
L A reading from 1 Samuel: 16The Lord said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul? I 

have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send 
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his 
sons." 2Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me." And the Lord said, 
"Take a heifer with you and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.' 3Invite Jesse to the 
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I 
name to you." 4Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders 
of the city came to meet him trembling and said, "Do you come peaceably?" 5He said, 
"Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to 
the sacrifice." And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

 
6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely his anointed is now before the 
Lord." 7But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him, for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on 
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart." 8Then Jesse called Abinadab and 
made him pass before Samuel. He said, "Neither has the Lord chosen this one." 9Then Jesse 
made Shammah pass by. And he said, "Neither has the Lord chosen this one." 10Jesse made 
seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, "The Lord has not chosen 
any of these." 11Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said, "There remains 
yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and bring 
him, for we will not sit down until he comes here." 12He sent and brought him in. Now he 



was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The Lord said, "Rise and anoint him, 
for this is the one." 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of 
his brothers, and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. 
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW#793 – “Be Thou My Vision” 
 
SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)  
 

 

 

P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIMhshpf0Y4
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20251019.mp3


C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
L Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation. 

 
A brief silence. 

 
L O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus Christ. Draw us into the gift of 

faith passed down from generation to generation. Remind your people that faith the size of 
a mustard seed is enough. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and mercy. Bring favorable weather 

during the harvest season and sustain all creation along with all who labor in the field. 
Ensure the welfare of animal companions whose presence offers comfort, safety, and joy. 
God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the world. Give leaders and 

people in authority a spirit of making just and righteous laws. Bring peace to countries 
affected by war and violence. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
 
L O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, oppressed, bereaved, lonely, and 

poor. Come to the help of all in need. Help us to trust that you will come to us at the right 
time. We pray for Heidi Brackbill, Rebecca Brennan, the Elshafei family, Jeff Fultz, Mark 
Hughes, Charlotte Leer, Wendy Neumann, Rick Newman, Peter Olsen, Claudia Schober, 
Esther Trautwein, and Pastor Jack. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L O God of this congregation, you nurture our faith. Thank you for those of all ages who 

teach, lead, and learn in this congregation and beyond. Give growth to the seeds of faith 
watered by faithful examples of baptismal living. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
 



L For whom or what else shall we pray? 
 

- For an end to war and conflict, especially in Gaza, South Sudan, Myanmar, and Ukraine. 
- For all victims of gun violence, especially in Grand Blanc, MI and Dallas, TX. 
- For rescue and recovery efforts following an earthquake in the Philippines. 
- For rescue and recovery efforts follow a school collapse in Indonesia. 
- For safety amidst protest in Morocco and Madagascar. 
- For all migrants and global travelers. 
- For access to affordable and reliable health care, clean water, and sufficient food. 
- For those who serve in the military. 
- For the health and flourishing of creation. 
- In thanksgiving for the ministries of Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and Bishop Yehiel Curry. 

 
L O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who have died in faith. May the faith 

of those who now rest in your merciful arms shape our faith in your Son, Jesus Christ. God 
of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  

 
OFFERING*: (On-Line giving Link) 
 

The Offering is received and is presented at the altar. 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291


 

P Let us pray. Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 
us - ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for 
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

  

 

 
The thanksgiving continues with the preface; the congregation responds: 

 



  

 

  
P Holy God, Breath of life and Fire of love: with a mighty wind you brought creation into 

being, and by a pillar of fire you led your people into freedom. We praise you for the gift of 
your Son, who poured out your Spirit on his disciples of every race and nation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and the sending of the holy and life-
giving Spirit, we await his coming again to renew the face of the earth. Send now your Holy 
Spirit upon us and upon this meal: anoint us with your gifts of faith, hope, and love, that, 
with thankful hearts, we may be witnesses to your Son. Through him all glory and honor is 
yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.   

C Amen 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen 
P The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for the table is now ready. 

C Thanks be to God. 

After all have communed, the following is sung: 



 
Please stand, as you are able. 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the 
godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to 
his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  



The Lord's face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen 
  
SENDING HYMN: ELW#543 – “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 

P Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
*Offering to be sent to 
Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
  
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 
Columbia Hills 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  
Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after the 
offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Worship 

Date Theme Text Leader(s) 
Oct 19 God Calls David 1 Samuel 16.1-13 Ron 
Oct 26 Solomon's Temple 1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13 Monica 
Nov 2 God Speaks to Elijah 1 Kings 19:1-18 Heidi and Bob 
Nov 9 Amos: Justice Rolls Down Amos 5:18-24 Julie and Dave 
Nov 16 Isaiah: A Child Is Born Isaiah 9.2-7 Ron 
Nov 23 Jeremiah's Letter to Exiles Jeremiah:1, 4-14 Monica 
Nov 30 The Fiery Furnace Daniel 3:1-30 Pastor Greg 
Dec 7 Valley of Dry Bones Ezekiel 37:1-14 Heidi and Bob 
Dec 14 God's Word Isaiah 55:1-13 Julie and Dave 
Dec 21 The Word Made Flesh John 1:1-18 Ron 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve Luke 2:1-20 Monica 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5an1z69GWmY
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291


Dec 28 A Voice in the Wilderness John 1:19-34 Pastor Greg 
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