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PRELUDE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 
P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
C We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 

by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 
P Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you 

led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by 
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as your 
children, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

C We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the 
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 
forgiveness, grace, and love. 



 
P To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever. 
C Amen 
 
GATHERING HYMN  ELW#377 – Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!  
 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K98I2ZpJBqk


 
 



 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE ELW#382 “Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!” 

 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, 

and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die 
every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 
 
L 1Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God's mercy endures forever. 
C 2Let Israel now declare, "God's mercy endures forever." 
 
L 14The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 
C 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

"The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 
 
L 16The right hand of the Lord is exalted! The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!" 
C 17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 
 
L 18The Lord indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 
C 19Open for me the gates of righteousness;  

I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 
 
L 20"This is the gate of the Lord; here the righteous may enter." 
C 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me  

and you have become my salvation.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nqo8gMMJb0o


 
L 22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
C 23By the Lord has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 
L 24This is the day that the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 
JOHN 20:1-18 

P A reading from John: 1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 
tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him." 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the 
tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did 
not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus's head, not lying with 
the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached 
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed, 9for as yet they did not understand 
the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their 
homes. 

 
11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb, 12and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, 
one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, "Woman, why are you 
weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 
they have laid him." 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 
"Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away." 16Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" 
(which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, "Do not touch me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' " 18Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord," and she told them that he had said 
these things to her. 

 
L The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW#365 – “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 
 
SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)  
 

Please stand, as you are able. 

 
P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 
L Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 

pray for the needs of all creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

L Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. Dispel our 
doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the earth 

be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of all you 
have made. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1brSOs0lMc
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20260405.mp3


L Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where 
violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit to 
transform and redeem. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L Gentle Shepherd, like Mary at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and afraid. Draw 

near to those who are ill or in pain. Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One. We pray for 
Barbara Ash, Heidi Brackbill, Rebecca Brennan, the Elshafei family, Jeff Fultz, Bob Hardy, Mark 
Hughes, Charlotte Leer, Wendy Neumann, Rick Newman, Peter Olsen, Claudia Schober, Esther 
Trautwein, and Pastor Jack. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s resurrection. 

Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over death in word and 
deed. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
L For whom or what else shall we pray? 

- For peace and reconciliation among the nations, especially Iran, Gaza,  Ukraine, and Venezuela ... 
- For the Artemis crew and all who are guiding the mission . . . 
- For protests in the West Bank against death penalty laws . . . 
- For victims of a Russian military plane crash in Crimea . . . 
- For casualties of a migrant boat capsize near Turkey . . . 
- For families of those killed in gang attacks in Haiti . . . 
- For Pope Leo XIV, the Dali Lama, and all faith leaders speaking hopes for peace in the world . . . 
- For all immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers . . . 
- For all affected by rising fuel and food costs and access . . . 
- For support, visibility, and civil rights for transgender individuals . . . 
- For all who have experienced religious trauma and feel alienated from the church . . . 
- For the church in every place as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ . . . 
- For Jewish siblings during the observance of Passover . . . 

 

L Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your 
resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 

to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
C Amen 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
OFFERING*: (On-Line giving Link) 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291


 
The Offering is received and is presented at the altar. 

 

 

 

P Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - ourselves, our time, and 

our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who 
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

  
P Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. We bless 

you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your 
people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. We 
give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a 
love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your 
promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 



carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in 
the righteousness of Christ. Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with 
the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen 
 

P The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for the table is now ready. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

After all have communed, the following is sung: 

 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 
 



 

 

 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the 
godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to 
his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
C Amen 
  
SENDING HYMN: ELW#367 – “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 

P Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Announcements 

• Happy Easter! 
 
*Offering to be sent to 
Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
  
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 
Columbia Hills 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 

https://youtu.be/-hnc-N9_Drk?si=KOUd1m80rxHEN7or


https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  
Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after the 
offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP 

 

Date Day Theme Text Leader(s) 

April 5 Easter Resurrection John 20:1-18 Heidi and Bob 

April 12 Easter 2 Thomas John 20:19-31 Julie and Dave 

April 19 Easter 3 Paul's Conversion Acts 9:1-19a Ron 

April 26 Easter 4 Paul and Silas Acts 16:16-34 Monica 

May 3 Easter 5 Paul's Sermon at Athens Acts 17:16-31 Heidi and Bob 

May 10 Easter 6 Partnership in the Gospel Phil 1:1-18a Julie and Dave 

May 17 Easter 7 The Christ Hymn Phil 2:1-13 Ron 

May 24 Pentecost Day of Pentecost 
Rejoice in the Lord 

Acts 2:1-21 
Phil 4:4-7 Monica 
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