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P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 
P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 

forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
C We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took 
delight. 

 
P Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea 

you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you 
claim us as your children, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

C We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you 
for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our 
lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 
P To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C Amen 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN:  ELW#378 “Awake, My Heart with Gladness” 
 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0Dc-HjXFIw
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HYMN OF PRAISE  ELW#364 “Christ Has Arisen, Allelujah” 
 
P The Lord be with you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXiuFnEgkAI
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C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. O God, our stronghold and our salvation,  
C in Christ you draw near to us with compassion. Give us such strength of love that 

we may reach out to our neighbor without counting the cost; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 
Please be seated. 

 
PSALM 18:1-6   
 
L  1I love you, O Lord my strength,  

O Lord my stronghold, my crag, and my haven; 
C 2my God, my rock in whom I put my trust,  

my shield, the horn of my salvation, and my refuge. 
 
L 3I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised,  

and so shall I be saved from my enemies. 
C 4The breakers of death rolled over me,  

and the torrents of oblivion made me afraid. 
 
L 5The cords of Sheol entangled me, and the snares of death were set for me. 
C 6I called upon the Lord in my distress and cried out to my God for help. 

From the heavens the Lord heard my voice; my cry reached God's ears. 
 
ACTS 16:16-34 
 
L A reading from Acts: 16One day as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a female 

slave who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by 
fortune-telling. 17While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, "These men are slaves 
of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation." 18She kept doing this for 
many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I order you in the 
name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very hour. 

 
 19But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized 

Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the 
authorities. 20When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, 



4 
 

"These men, these Jews, are disturbing our city 21and are advocating customs that 
are not lawful for us, being Romans, to adopt or observe." 22The crowd joined in 
attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and 
ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23After they had given them a severe flogging, 
they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them 
securely. 24Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and 
fastened their feet in the stocks. 

 
 25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 

prisoners were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake so violent 
that the foundations of the prison were shaken, and immediately all the doors were 
opened and everyone's chains were unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw 
the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since 
he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted in a loud voice, "Do 
not harm yourself, for we are all here." 29The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, 
he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and 
said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 31They answered, "Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household." 32They spoke the word of 
the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33At the same hour of the night he 
took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized 
without delay. 34He brought them up into the house and set food before them, and 
he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 
 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW#851 “When in Our Music God is Glorified” 
 
SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)  

 
P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RR2GzHHyj8o
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20260426.mp3
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made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

Offering*: (On-Line giving Link) 
 

The Offering is received and is presented at the altar. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
L Trusting in the power of Christ's resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, 

let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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A brief silence. 
 

L Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of 
righteousness. Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us 
beside the still waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains 
serving near and far. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and 

instruct our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your 
creation. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate 

for human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of 
violence or vengeance. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or 

injured. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. We pray for Barbara Ash, 
Heidi Brackbill, Rebecca Brennan, the Elshafei family, Jeff Fultz, Bob Hardy, Mark 
Hughes, Charlotte Leer, Wendy Neumann, Rick Newman, Peter Olsen, Claudia 
Schober, Esther Trautwein, and Pastor Jack. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a 

community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our 
cups to overflowing. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
L For whom or what else shall we pray? 

- For peace and reconciliation among the nations, especially in Iran, Lebanon, Gaza, South 
Sudan, Ukraine, and Venezuela… 

- For all immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers… 
- For an end to gun violence, and for all victims of gun violence, especially in the 

communities of Shreveport, Louisiana and Winston-Salem, North Carolina, as well as 
tourists visiting the Teotihuacán site near Mexico City… 
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- For healing, resilience, and rebuilding in Midwestern communities recovering from 
tornadoes, and for all living in areas facing wildfires and wildfire risk… 

- For the wellbeing of our planet as we celebrate Earth Week, and for human hearts, 
minds, and wills to work for its health… 

- For Christian unity as we celebrate the season Easter, and for an end to interreligious 
conflict and religious persecution… 

- For farmers and farm workers, and for all who work with the land to provide food… 
 
L Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in 

your love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
L God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
C Amen 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord's face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN: ELW#379 “Now the Green Blade Rises” 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God 
 
 

https://youtu.be/UVduV0ustWw?si=Bp05CP3eBE1NUlsy
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*Offering to be sent to 
Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
  
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 
Columbia Hills 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  
Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after 
the offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-
time/2627291 

 
 
Announcements 

• Saturday, 05/16/2026 1 pm - Memorial Service for Ann Spiegler 

 
UPCOMING WORSHIP 

 
Date Day Theme Text Leader(s) 

April 26 Easter 4 Paul and Silas Acts 16:16-34 Monica 

May 3 Easter 5 Paul's Sermon at Athens Acts 17:16-31 Heidi and Bob 

May 10 Easter 6 Partnership in the Gospel Phil 1:1-18a Julie and Dave 

May 17 Easter 7 The Christ Hymn Phil 2:1-13 Ron 

May 24 Pentecost Day of Pentecost 
Rejoice in the Lord 

Acts 2:1-21 
Phil 4:4-7 Monica 

 
 
 
 

https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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