
 
 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
05/10/2026 

Greg Fetzer, Pastor 
J.V. Trautwein, Pastor Emeritus 

 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 
P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 

forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
C We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took 
delight. 

 
P Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea 

you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you 
claim us as your children, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

C We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you 
for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our 
lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 
P To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C Amen 
 
GATHERING HYMN:  ELW#392 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”, v.1–4 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8leWEhlimc 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8leWEhlimc
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P The Lord be with you. 
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C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. Merciful God, refuge in times of trouble, our only hope in living, and our only 

salvation in dying:  
C keep us in your care, that we may always praise you and faithfully proclaim your name 

before the nations; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 

PSALM 138   
 
L  1I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart;  

before the gods I will sing your praise. 
C 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,  

because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; 
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 

 
L 3When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 
C 4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 

when they have heard the words of your mouth. 
 
L 5They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the Lord. 
C 6The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar. 
 
L 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
C 8You will make good your purpose for me; O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever;  

do not abandon the works of your hands. 
 
PHILIPPIANS 1:1-18a 
 
L A reading from Philippians: 1Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in 

Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 2Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 3I thank my God for every remembrance of you, 4always in every one of my prayers for all of 

you, praying with joy 5for your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it 
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until the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because I 
hold you in my heart, for all of you are my partners in God's grace, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, 
how I long for all of you with the tender affection of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that 
your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to 
determine what really matters, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ 
for the glory and praise of God. 

 
 12I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually 

resulted in the progress of the gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole 
imperial guard and to everyone else that my imprisonment is for Christ, 14and most of the 
brothers and sisters, having been made confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, dare to 
speak the word with greater boldness and without fear. 

 
 15Some proclaim Christ from envy and rivalry but others from goodwill. 16These proclaim 

Christ out of love, knowing that I have been put here for the defense of the gospel; 17the 
others proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but intending to increase my 
suffering in my imprisonment. 18What does it matter? Just this, that Christ is proclaimed in 
every way, whether out of false motives or true, and in that I rejoice. 
 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW#620 “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”, v.1–4 
 
SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)  

 
P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXyHMMy4YyY
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20260510.mp3
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Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

Offering*: (On-Line giving Link) 
 

The Offering is received and is presented at the altar. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
L Trusting in the power of Christ's resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 

pray for the needs of all creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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L God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship with you and 
one another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ's righteousness throughout 
the world. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young animals, provide 

unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for the environment. Merciful 
God, 

C receive our prayer. 
L You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among judges and 

lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace among leaders of 
towns and nations. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any who are 

unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and console all who are lonely, 
bereaved, anxious, or ill. We pray for Barbara Ash, Heidi Brackbill, Rebecca Brennan, the 
Elshafei family, Jeff Fultz, Bob Hardy, Mark Hughes, Charlotte Leer, Wendy Neumann, Rick 
Newman, Peter Olsen, Claudia Schober, Nick Schuldes, Esther Trautwein, and Pastor Jack. 
Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares for her chicks, 

bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us to care for one another. 
Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L For whom or what else shall we pray? 

- For peace and reconciliation among the nations, especially in Iran, Lebanon, Gaza, Mali, 
South Sudan, Ukraine, and Venezuela… 

- For all immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers… 
- For justice for all missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls, for healing for 

those who mourn them, and for persistence to those who raise awareness and work to 
dismantle racism and misogyny… 

- For those injured and affected by gun violence this week, especially those in Edmond, 
Oklahoma… 

- For elections and political transitions, locally and around the world… 
- For cruise passengers exposed to hantavirus and for all public health efforts… 
- For all affected by severe weather, especially tornadoes in Mississippi… 
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- For all who celebrate Mother's Day with great joy, and for all who observe it with 
complication or pain… 

- For synods of the ELCA as they gather in their assemblies, that the Spirit would enliven 
and guide them… 

 
L God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example of the 

faithful departed, who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, and salvation. 
Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
L God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 

to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
C Amen 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord's face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN: ELW#620 “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”, v.5–7 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
*Offering to be sent to 
Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicott City, MD 21042 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXyHMMy4YyY
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Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 
Columbia Hills 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  
Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after 
the offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-
time/2627291 

 
 
Announcements 

• Saturday, 05/16/2026 1 pm - Memorial Service for Ann Spiegler 
• Friday, 06/05,2026 6 pm – Game Night with Channing Memorial Church 

 
 

 

 
UPCOMING WORSHIP 

 
Date Day Theme Text Leader(s) 

May 10 Easter 6 Partnership in the Gospel Phil 1:1-18a Julie and Dave 

May 17 Easter 7 The Christ Hymn Phil 2:1-13 Ron 

May 24 Pentecost Day of Pentecost 
Rejoice in the Lord 

Acts 2:1-21 
Phil 4:4-7 Monica 
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