The Seventh Sunday of Easter
05-17-2026
Greg Fetzer, Pastor
J.V. Trautwein, Pastor Emeritus

PRELUDE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand, as you are able.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you
led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as your
children, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your
forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.
Amen

GATHERING HYMN ELW#393 — “A Hymn of Glory, Let Us Sing!”

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfgVHvFSpKo
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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andforthe u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor - ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor- thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - In - ia.
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Sing with all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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Let us pray. O God,

C vyou resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us the
humility of your Son, that we may embody the self-giving love of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen

Please be seated.
PSALM 113

L Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord; praise the name of the Lord.
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’Let the name of the Lord be blessed, from this time forth forevermore.

3From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of the Lord be praised.
“The Lord is high above all nations; God's glory above the heavens.

>Who is like the Lord our God, who sits enthroned on high,
®but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?

'The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
8enthroning them with the rulers, with the rulers of the people. Hallelujah!

PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13

A reading from Philippians: If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from
love, any partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2make my joy
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one
mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as
better than yourselves. “Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests
of others.

>Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, ®who, though he existed in the form
of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, ’but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in appearance as a
human, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death - even death on a
Cross.

STherefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every
other name, %o that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, *and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but
much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, *3for
it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW#820 — “O Savior, Precious Savior”

SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)

Please stand, as you are able.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfgVHvFSpKo
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20260517.mp3
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Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us
pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit, bless us all to
proclaim the gospel of Jesus. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants and animals,
protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you have made. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political leaders, business
leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for peace and equity.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and relationships. Soothe the
anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with memory loss and their
families, and heal the sick. We pray for Barbara Ash, Heidi Brackbill, Rebecca Brennan,
Lincoln Dippel, the Elshafei family, Jeff Fultz, Bob Hardy, Mark Hughes, Charlotte Leer,
Wendy Neumann, Rick Newman, Peter Olsen, Claudia Schober, Nick Schuldes, Esther
Trautwein, and Pastor Jack. Merciful God,
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receive our prayer.

Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those experiencing
significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new employment, and
accompany us in our prayers during these times. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For whom or what else shall we pray?

-  For peace and reconciliation among the nations, especially in Iran, Lebanon, Gaza, Mali, South Sudan,
Ukraine, and Venezuela;

- For all immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers;

- For those injured and affected by gun violence this week, in Dallas, Texas; Clarksville, Tennessee; and in the
Philippine parliament in Manila;

- For the health of those infected by hantavirus, and for all medical and public health professionals;

- For Cuba and for all people and places affected by fuel costs and shortages;

—  For places that are burning and places affected by drought;

- For those who serve in the armed forces;

- For fair elections and fair representation;

—  For synods of the ELCA as they gather in their assemblies, that the Spirit would enliven and guide them;

-  For students finishing the academic year and those who are celebrating graduations.

O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the steadfast faith of
those who have gone before us, so that we may be confident in the assurances you give.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING*: (On-Line giving Link)

The Offering is received and is presented at the altar.


https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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it with-in  me. Cast me not a-way from your pres- ence, and take
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joy of your sal-va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it

P Let us pray. Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given
us - ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for

the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen
0N
) A . Il e e —P— | — Y
y AN % r’ ] | | | | | |
Y S ————" — ] 7 — — E———" ",
o) S S T —
P  The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
us
i b I i i |
@MQ—'—- * S . L‘ -
®  Lift up your hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
oI
s
‘@ﬂ—'_'ﬁ_‘%ﬁ_'ﬁ &
Py bt )
Q) ~—
P let us  give thanks to the Lord our God.
() =4
A i I ! ' —1 i ! I
"o o ¢ ¢ ¢ 5 - S
) S——
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The thanksgiving continues with the preface; the congregation responds:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. We bless
you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your
people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. We
give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a
love stronger than death, gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your
promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in
the righteousness of Christ. Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with
the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.

Amen

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

P The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for the table is now ready.
C Thanks be to God.
After all have communed, the following is sung:
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Please stand, as you are able.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen
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Thank the Lord and

sing his praise;

tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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Let ev-’ry-one who seeks the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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with shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu-ia. Al-le-lu - ia

P Letus pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the

godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to
his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C Amen

SENDING HYMN: ELW#541 — “O Jesus, Blessed Lord”

P Goin peace. Serve the risen Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Announcements
e Sunday, May 24, Pentecost and New Member Sunday, Reception at Gina Barbaro’s
house to follow the service (wear red)elw 541
e Friday, June 4, 6 pm, Family Game Night with Channing Memorial Church
e Saturday, June 13, 10 am — Outdoor Cleanup Day
e Sunday, June 14, 9:30 am — Outdoor Worship in the Neumann Chapel — bring a lawn
chair

*Offering to be sent to
Robert Brackbill

10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane
Ellicott City, MD 21042

Epiphany Lutheran Church

9122 Sybert Drive

Columbia Hills

Ellicott City, MD 21043
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org

Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after the


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ImiXAlhqiHo
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/

offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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UPCOMING WORSHIP

Date DEY Theme Text Leader(s)
May 17 | Easter 7 The Christ Hymn Phil 2:1-13 Ron
May 24 | Pentecost Day of Pentecost Acts 2:1-21 Monica
Rejoice in the Lord Phil 4:4-7
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