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P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for our sake 

God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power 
to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 
GATHERING HYMN:  ELW#408 “Come, Thou Almighty King” 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgzRB4gEPf4
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P From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  ELW#834 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 
 
P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray.  O God, 
C with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be 

our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly 
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6 
L A reading from Isaiah: 'Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek 

the Lord. Look to the rock from which you were hewn and to the quarry from which 
you were dug. 'Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you, for he was 
but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 3For the Lord will 
comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places and will make her wilderness like 
Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, 
thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

 
4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation, for a teaching will go out 
from me and my justice for a light to the peoples. 51will bring near my deliverance 
swiftly; my salvation has gone out, and my arms will rule the peoples; the 
coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens 
and look at the earth beneath, for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will 
wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats, but my salvation 
will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfu1dqKCGd8
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L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 138 : 
 
L 1I will give thanks to you, 0 Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing 

your praise. 
C 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 

steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word 
above all things. 

 
L 3When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.  
C 4AII the rulers of the earth will praise you, 0 Lord, when they have heard the 

words of your mouth. 
 
L  5They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the Lord. 
C  6The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar. 
 
L 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your 

hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
C 8You will make good your purpose for me; 0 Lord, your steadfast love endures 

forever; do not abandon the works of your hands. 
 
ANTHEM: “I’ll Walk with God” by Brad Bondhus 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 

12I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing 

https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/anthems/20260823_anthem_bondhus.mp3
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of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.  

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 
highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members 
and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in 
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in 
sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 16:13-20 
13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah,[a] the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in 
heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter,[b] and on this rock[c] I will build my church, and 
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to 
tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW749 “O God of Love, O King of Peace” 
 
SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)  

 
Please stand, as you are able. 

 
P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2016%3A13-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23689a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2016%3A13-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23691b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2016%3A13-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23691c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zu0_l0oXPG8
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20260823.mp3
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C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
OFFERING*: (On-Line giving Link) 

 
L    With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, 

and all of God’s creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
L    For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the love of 

Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross and follow you 
in faith. Merciful God, 

C    receive our prayer. 
 
L    For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth may 

thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other 
disasters. Merciful God, 

C    receive our prayer. 
 
L    For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one another. 

Bless the work of international and diplomatic organizations and all who work to 
bring peace to a world scarred by violence. Merciful God, 

C    receive our prayer. 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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L    For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe access 

to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear wounds in 
body, mind, and spirit. We pray for Barbara Ash, Heidi Brackbill, Rebecca Brennan, 
Rhina Chroniger, the Elshafei family, Jeff Fultz, Bob Hardy, Mark Hughes, Christine 
Kourkoules, Charlotte Leer, John McCarthy, Wendy Neumann, Rick Newman, Peter 
Olsen, Claudia Schober, Esther Trautwein, and Pastor Jack. Merciful God, 

C    receive our prayer. 
 
L    For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in faith and 

united in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other meetings toward 
honesty and humility, always seeking genuine love. Merciful God, 

C    receive our prayer. 
 
L    For whom or what else shall we pray? 

- For peace and reconciliation among the nations... 
- For recovery and healing after natural disasters... 
- For the mental health of all, especially young people experiencing cyberbullying and 
harassment on social media platforms... 
- For all who advocate for the interests of those most vulnerable... 
- For students, teachers, and staff preparing for the new school year... 

 
L    For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide the 

church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to come. Merciful 
God, 

C    receive our prayer. 
 
L    Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 

name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C    Amen 
 
P   Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
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C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 
     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 
     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
P   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
     The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
     The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
C   Amen 
  
 
SENDING HYMN  ELW#624 “Jesus, Still Lead On” 
 
P Go in peace. Love and serve God and neighbor. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*Offering to be sent to 
Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
  
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 
Columbia Hills 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIMhshpf0Y4
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/
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Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after 
the offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-
time/2627291 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and Upcoming Events 
 

• Sunday, Sep 13, Church Picnic following worship 
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