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P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for our sake God 

forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to 
become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 
GATHERING HYMN:  ELW#691 “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring” 
 

https://youtu.be/RKmGil2W67s?si=9mywefRoTjOh_2WZ


 
P From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  ELW#835 “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!” 
 
P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray.  Beloved God, 
C from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to 

know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 5:1-7 
 
L    A reading from Isaiah: 1I will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: 

My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of stones and 
planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a 
wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded rotten grapes. 

 
3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my 
vineyard. 4What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I 
expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes? 

 
5And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall 
be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6I will make it a 
wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and 
thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 

 
7For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are 
his cherished garden; he expected justice but saw bloodshed; righteousness but heard a 
cry! 

 
L    The word of the Lord.  
C    Thanks be to God. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o12RQ-ivHV8


 
PSALM 80:7-15 
 
L    7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
C    8You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and planted it. 
 
L    9You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land. 
C    10The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar trees by its 

boughs. 
 
L    11You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river. 
C    12Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
 
L    13The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have grazed upon 

it. 
C    14Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 
 
L    15behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted. 
 
SECOND READING  Philippians 3:4b-14 
 
L    A reading from Philippians: [Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in 

the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7Yet 
whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than 
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, 
in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if 
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

 
12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to 
lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies 



behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal, toward the 
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 
L    The word of the Lord.  
C    Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand, as you are able. 

 
 
GOSPEL READING  Matthew 21:33-46 
 

L      The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

 
 
P    [Jesus said:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 

vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he 
leased it to tenants and went away. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his 
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat 
one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, 
and they treated them in the same way. 37Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They 
will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This 
is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him 
out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what 
will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 



miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce 
at the harvest time.” 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

 
‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s 
doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 43“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be 
taken away from you and given to a people that produces its fruits. 44The one who falls on 
this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 45When the 
chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking 
about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet. 

 
L The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 

 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW#826 “Thine the Amen” 
 
SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)  

 
Please stand, as you are able. 

 
P    Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
       I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 

 
       I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NvQGPZMZa2I
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20261004.mp3


 
L    Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the 

world. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
L    God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and transform 

your holy church. Inspire us to follow their example in our own day. Hear us, O God. 
C    Your mercy is great. 
 
L    God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it. We 

give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation. Hear us, O God. 
C    Your mercy is great. 
 
L    God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones, and shelter 

those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced people and 
refugees. Hear us, O God. 

C    Your mercy is great. 
 
L    God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief to all 

who are sick or suffering. We pray for Barbara Ash, Heidi Brackbill, Rebecca Brennan, the 
Elshafei family, Jeff Fultz, Bob Hardy, Mark Hughes, Charlotte Leer, John McCarthy, 
Wendy Neumann, Rick Newman, Peter Olsen, Claudia Schober, Esther Trautwein, and 
Pastor Jack. Hear us, O God. 

C    Your mercy is great. 
 
L    God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give thanks 

for teachers of the faith (congregational formation ministries may be named). Fill their 
hearts with your Spirit, that they inspire others with your truth. Hear us, O God. 

C    Your mercy is great. 
 
L    For whom or what else shall we pray? 

- For peace and reconciliation among the nations, especially in Iran, Gaza, Ethiopia, Syria, South 
Sudan, The Democratic Republic of Congo, Ukraine, and Myanmar… 
- For an end to terrorism and genocide across the world… 
- For safety and just resolution to student protests in France and housing protests in Spain… 
- For landslides and flooding in Nepal… 



- For heavy rain and storms in Nebraska, Texas, and the east coast… 
- For glacial melting in Antarctica and Switzerland, for ocean warming, and for the profound 
effects of ongoing climate change… 
- For human dignity and justice, especially for death row inmates… 
- For victims of assault and trafficking… 
- For immigrants facing unjust deportation and for children and youth left abandoned by 
deportation actions… 
- For those who cannot afford food and those who rely on federal and local assistance… 

 
L    God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the saints 

who have been restored to perfect unity with you. Hear us, O God. 
C    Your mercy is great. 
 
L    Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our 

hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C    Amen 
 
P    The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C    And also with you. 

 
 
OFFERING*: (On-Line giving Link) 

 
The Offering is received and is presented at the altar. 

 

 

 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291


 
 

 
P Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - ourselves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of 
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
The thanksgiving continues with the preface; the congregation responds: 



 
 

 

 

 
P Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your 

creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your 
praise. When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to 
form us again into one. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory 
over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the 
river to enjoy the tree of life. Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains 
scattered on the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from 
the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.  



10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, both now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen  

 
P The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for the table is now ready.  
C  Thanks be to God.  
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After all have communed, the following is sung:

 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 
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P Let us pray. Almighty God, 
C you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life. Enable us to 

receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN  ELW#731 “Earth and All Stars” 
 
P Go in peace. Love and serve God and neighbor. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*Offering to be sent to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARppDLyzuxc
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Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
  
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 
Columbia Hills 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  
Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after 
the offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-
time/2627291 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and Upcoming Events 
 

• Tuesday, Oct 27, 10 am – Shock Trauma Presents – Fall Prevention Class at Epiphany – all 
are welcome 
 

READER SCHEDULE 
 

First Sunday Heidi and Bob 

Second Sunday Julie and Dave 

Third Sunday Ron 

Fourth & Fifth Sunday Greg 
 

https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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